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philosophical systems hgve the‘ir o,
. the relation between word and its meaning, Th
explanation ;)"ter ms  can be understood only by the COrreg
5:3;.55(:::5; of their meanings. If words which are applied tq the
objects of philosophical discourse dg not have the same Meanipy
as when applied to the objects of ordinary murudgne language, they
exact nature of these objects becomes very difficult to define
Realizing these difficulties sree sankara, the great Advy,
philosopher has tried to explain the technical terms in Advaity
Vedanta using secondary and metaphorical meanings apart frop
their primary meaning. In Chandogyopanisad Bhasya he says: the
difference between words and their meanings are subjected t

change. aiﬁwmn?ﬁm‘aam ﬁf‘ﬂ'{aﬂl !

In his Vakyavrtti? Sree Sankara States that meaning of a

Stat I
Worzrsne(rslzl l;]ssa%eg;erally be formed ejther through the relation of
| £a) or through the relation of noun and adjective
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the secondary meaning of a word is essentially connected
with 118 primary. meaning and operates only when the literal
meaning 18 incoherent

All words have their own primary
meanings  which  are

conveved by the words themselves.
Secondary meaning is resorted to only when the primary meaning
does not do full justice to the context. Sree Sankara says:- In a
ﬁgl“‘i\l\\ ¢ Use a word cony CVS Some sense

Varying as far as possible between the senses proximate to

and remote from its primary sense. &&0N 9 qurEdd JATAFEA
. g . e 5 : : -
mﬁ TN WNETRE 99dqdl In the case of superimposition

(WS the idea of something is superimposed on something else,
=
S0 that the figure of speech here involves a departure (TF9FED).

where as in the case of the viSesana (adjectival use) a word

denoting a whole is made to imply a part of itself so that the

laksana (figure of speech) involves proximity (H‘%{E}M)_ So words
indicating the whole are seen to be used with regard to the parts as

well; as in the case of a cloth or a village. WIQT‘J% 9g=l: 3l=q:
AR S TO: I

But it i1s a fact that when the secondary meaning is
understood, the primary meaning of the word is never forgotten.
Thus the special extension of the primary ordinary sense of the
word must always have its justification only in the context of

relevant situation, and with direct reference to the primary
meaning.

With regards to philosophical discourse, usually those
words which function in both in ordinary mundane context and
religious context; primarily signifies a secular meaning. Generally
it is this secular meaning which develops first determines the

commondef *.-.x'[. -word €N such a word 1s emplo 2d in
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is synonym of buddhi) is buddhi but in Aitareyopanis.ad bhas.ya.

he accepts secondary meaning i.c. TRl qEsaq’ ie. the power
of grasping and retaining in the memory the essence of the text.

The term ™ is commonly used in the sense of knowledge. But
according to Sree Sankara SIH s knowledge of Brahman OF
Atman gathered from the teacher and the sastra XT&d: AT
10
HTHTSATHFET: |
The term & is primarily meant as forgid: g1 In the
Gitabhasya Sankara gives its meaning as EBLGARIEEICIERER

But in his Aitareyopanisad bhasya he gives another meaning as per

his own interest FeNGARETH &= | " The term = is also used
as a synonym of Buddhi. But $ankara he gives the secondary

meaning the 'freedom of thinking. Maya is the key concept of
éankara's philosophy and it is commonly used in the sense of

illusion and is generally interpreted in a negative sense. But
according to Sankara it is a positive power of Brahman

responsible for the illusory projection of the world. Tt is
dissimulation. some sort of false deportment by which a man

appears outwardly in one manner and acts in another ATl dH
~ " e Q [ == 12
TR ST I T | A HATEE|

Similar to this the term 2T&< does not mean just ignorance

or absence of knowledge but a positive, something responsible for
conscious activities pertaining to all fields except that of the

knowledge of the unity of jiva with Brahman g€ AH

T HSATYA®Y: | _ Th essentia] nature Of a Word









