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Introduction
Swami Vivekanan " _
—ces education, which for him signifies “man

da a great thinker and reforme, of

India embr .
making”, 25 the ver¥ mission of his life. Education for him

ma3ns

eans that process by which character is formed, strength of
mind is increased. and intellect is sharpened, as a result of
which one cen stand on one’s own feet. There isIot to lear,
fom Vivekzmanda's views on education. He puts Jot of
emphzsis on  physical education, moral and religioys
education, Medium of language in education, womep
educarion and education for weaker sections of society.

To Vivekznanda education was a man-making process
which would mean arousing the people to an awareness of
their own worth, dignity and responsibility, making them the
sou_rce of 2l the strength and sustenance of society, creating a
society which will provide a healthy atmosphere for the
development of character and personality of all its children.

I'iducaﬁonal philosophy of Vivekananda and the aims of
educ'zuon together with the concept of education are founded
o?_\edznta phﬂ_osophy, Particularly the Advaita philosophy
}:\uf;jr s;g'.s that in the lowest worm as wel] as in the highest

8 being the same divine nature js present. “The whole

Swr2mi Viveg i
. Wekananda Chair | Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit

;

CATION IN THE VIEWS g

object of Vedanta philosophy is, by constant struggle, to
become perfect, to become divine, to reach God and see God™.

Vivekananda emphasized on education through the
medium of mother tongue and it is the right medium for social
or mass education. He said “Besides mother tongue, there
should be a common language which is necessary to keep the
country united”. He prescribes the learning of English and
Sanskrit also. While English is necessary for mastering
Western science and technology, Sanskrit leads one into the
depths of our vast store of classics. He also appreciated the
greatness of Sanskrit. He said that it is the source of all Indian
languages and a repository of all inherited knowledge.
Therefore without Sanskrit, it will be impossible to understand
Indian culture. It is like a store house of ancient heritage. To
develop our society it is necessary that men and women know
this language, besides the knowledge of their own mother
tongue. According to Swamiji, “Religion is the innermost core
of education. Religion is like the rice and everything else, is
like the curries. Taking only curries causes indigestion and so
is the case with taking rice alone.” Therefore, religious

education is a vital part of a sound curriculum. Swamiji
considered Gita, Upanishads and the Vedas as the most
important curriculum for religious education. The moral and
religious educations develop the self confidence among the

young men and women.

The individual development is not a full development of

our nation, so it is necessary to give education to the society or
common people. The education is not only confined to the
well-to-do persons only but also to the poor people.

swami Vivekananda Chair | Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit
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Vivekananda emphasized on the improveme ‘E'-TII
Nt of

conditions of the masses and for this, he ady,

. 4 0
education. He looks upon mass education as ap j Cated
improve the individual as well as society. Folmen

ass
L to

'ﬂlme educational philosophy of Swami Vivekan, .
harmonious synthesis between the ancient Indian .danda se
mod?m Western beliefs. He not only stre:sst:dI e,
physical, mental, moral, spiritual and vocational d o e
of the Fhﬂd but also he advocated women educatio::ebpmcm
cducauon‘ of the masses. The essential char; g W.CH.as
_of ed'ucanonal philosophy of Swami Vivekan, ﬂc(;cnSllcs
Jd‘?ahsm, naturalism and pragmatism. In a natural{sm:ia »
;?;n:, hhc emphasized that real education is possiblz \:’t]![w
: g 'nalure and natural tendencies. In the form of id ')'
view Pomr, he insists that the aim of education is t g
the child with moral and spiritual qualitics "

That ff“;:;';l"’lSZ}/s that self education is the self knowledge.
srmggjg; ofourj'fg,e of our own self is the best guide in the
b o Co! e. 'In thf: childhood, the child will face lot of
fonatiog: The n;TH rr?lslakcs in the process of character
Errors urt: the sf Id_ will learn much by his own mistakes.
This progress W”‘;PP',"L’ stones to our progress in character.
il e need courage and strong will. The strong
€ sign of great character of the man,

Vivekana
uplift the backw::ija argued for the universal education. To
hstimen for o cllasses he chooses education as a powerful
o every houSeh;J'f‘? process. Thus education should spread
In the . :
grounds and agrj country, fo factories, playing
gricultural fields, I (he children do no; cf;m):: to

Swami Viveka
nanda Chai
hair | Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit

the

the school the teacher should reach them. Two of three
educated men should team up, collect all the equipmsezt of
education and should go to the village 10 impart educzation to
the children. Thus, Vivekananda favored education  for

different sections of society, rich and poor, young znd old,
male and female.

Vivekananda believed education is the manifestation of
e did not think it 2 pity that the
did not enzble 2 person to siznd
on his own feet, nor did it teach him self-confidence and self-

o Vivekananda, education was not only collection of
ful: he felt educznion

buildine. To

perfection already in men. H
existing system of education

respect. T
information, but something more meaning

should be man-making, life giving and character-
him education was an assimilation of noble ideas.
Vivekananda stressed the need to educate the millions of our
common people 10 revitalize Indian culture of the day. A
nation is advanced in proportion as education and intellizence
spread among the masses. National development rests upon
the goodness and greamess of men and goodness and
greatness of men are determined largely by education.

eme of education, particularly

Vivekananda, in his sch
h are necessary for the all-

includes all those studies, whic!
around development of the body, mind and soul of the
individual. These studies can be brought under the broad heads
of physical culture, aesthetics, classics, lang}IL'fzge, religion,
science and technology- According to Swamijh the culture
f the counfry should form an integral p_an of @e

education.

The culture of India
es. The {ime-teste

d values arc
scharya Universty of Sanstrtt

values O
curriculum of
her spirilual valu
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oughts 2nd lives of the students through the 5

o lke Rzmavana, Mahabharata, Gila Vcdu
"

This will keep the constant flow of oyp p

"
Lo

ahich canmat be solved by that magic word “educaljon”

According 1o Swazmiji, education remains incomp)
my of aesthetics or fine arts. Educajon, e

r sl et 1 . s JS
1o think intensively and act critically, Intellige to
nee

pluz charzcter - that is the goal of true education,”

itk the Fraogwleds .

Without the knowledge of physical education, (he Sl

alrport (T . AT - » -
rezlizztion or chzracter building is not possible One e
Yacw 1118 ne P . ‘ m

knww, it s nut possible 1o keep a strong mind without a g, ust

ong

» In prrticulzr, Yivekananda
zriculer, Viv stressed the need fi ;
0.
education in curriculum r physical

s ucation. He realizes that if the wome
f,.f OLT COUnty ,—- the right type of education, then they will bn
ehico . ;:Jr'rn.'n problems in their own way, The ma'c
J:':: of his scheme of female education is to make th 4
i:‘cjl- and conscious of their chastity and dig,ni'::1
)I"ﬂ.‘“—} :n:; '—,z::{ifuu@ men and women are cqua”y.
i U- i ;_n.. mallers, yet women have a special
[;;;_—‘;i_-,g ”._r:,.;,’.m(r..unw for studies relating to home and
n,:., ,.:,,", (:f.::ﬁr:rnf.-n@ the introduction of subjects like

BINInE, comestic seienee 1
15 6f education a)l ;:5'{;:;1""" BT e

able w solve

N4l p

I’.”,,} <
¥ e .
“Lurding 16 Sy,

ami Vivelang '
i Vivekananda, the aim of education is:

Viutianands Chaiy | ¢
| | Sree Saniaracharys University of Sanskrit

dy or
45 ang
he world culture. He said there are pgo prg::;llual

ctms

; B . + 147 |
Education is for character-building, bringing out the

{jes of a man,

facul
Gducation is for developing spiritual life.

_ Education is for social justice; development of
compassion, humanity, tolerance and universal

brotherhood.

Education is for developing the spirit of renunciation;
giving up of worldly pursuits as well as a life of pridé,
arrogance and ease. In place of these, we should be able
to learn how to acquire knowledge, humanity, self-
sacrifice and a desire to work for others.

b

Education is for attaining self sufficiency, promotion of
self reliance and confidence. And finally -

wy

6. Education is for social development.

CONCLUSION

Swami Vivekananda was a social reformer with an
India-centric global vision. His views of education are rooted

in traditional Indian philosophy that nurtures the ideals of
harmony, compassion, tolerance and peace; and where man-

making and character-building are the basic objectives. From
the analysis of Vivekananda’s scheme of education, it is clear
that the upliftment of masses is possible only through
His views on education bring to light a
and comprehensive approach o
tries to materialize the
pliftment of humanity,

cducation,
constructive, practical
education, By giving education, he
moral and spiritual welfare and u

arsi it
Swami Vivekananda Chair | Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskri
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. § B
irrespective of caste, creed, nationality or time, By the WLM
his scheme of education, we can get to build the Strop nay-or
with peace and harmony and without caste apqg Vo Atiop
entire educational program should be so planned thy ;; -
the youth to contribute to the material progress of
as well as to maintaining the supreme worth of [ndiy’

heritage.

€ Cgun
® Spirituy|
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Dr.

hases of social
were i introduced (O the
era by spiritual
ttambi Swamikal
as deadhlraja

Swaml.kal He was
tual leaders of

n Chingam 11of
3) in a Nair

of them W83
GLU“S 2150 Known

‘.ho 18 -aCh
P ipe st worshlped spir!
born

He was
s o5 of Auaust 185
pear Kollur Mutt

tapuramnl. His father
narma (Ananda Sharma) and

mWBS
'.iomcrwas Nangamma- His name wWas

b:th:wasknown by his pet name
K:m;m He could not join a school for studies
ize to the poor condition of his family. He
overbeard teaching of the *Asan’ from the Kollur
‘m“?“ Mutt and knowing this he was
Eﬁmm’imdﬁclassmom. He studied
i E;Taﬂd'fmﬂ languages from
i Despervised the class aid
Which came to be known as ‘Chattambi’,
mﬂm ‘Monitor’.
h‘ Practied documens After his education,
qum verved as in‘:nc:ﬁuast: Job- HE
sqm ntant in the
Haa He leamt the art of

[ SWAMIKALINTHESOCIAL H11¢
KERALA TRY (N

. K. REMADEVI AMMA

works from Pandit Swami Natha {0 vz, 1
became a disciple of the farmern s .y

A |

scholar Subha Jatapathiizl.
throughout South Indiz A{,’X’” N
in different languages and religionn, (. .

Mo tepysiah
/ARt L/

~ he obtained expert training in e w2 of jiz

from Admanand4 Swamixzl.

Chattambi Swarmiksl wes z o002 T 222
personality. He was 2 sgins wars S G
saint who attained divine kaeriies P

,//’:I (ft /f'/,

performing Tapas, 2 a friend of G
loved all creatures alike, 2722 s
pioneered the social relztions *r‘::'r),: ey
part of it, a famous scholar wh kzd 10 Tzl
education, an expert who built op s oW =22
;4

out of his experience, 2 socizl r=formes ¥4

> ,.-”-

succeeded in establishing cortiz T=aioie
between different countrizs z=2

intellectual genius of our times. 2=

organizer or a pr0paoaﬂd131. Hzs
to the characteristic virtues of zo ideddl =

o e W

;-'—':-j ot et
practicing Ahimsa(Non-violzncz). Save
(Truthfulness), Asteya(No p-si=zne .

Brahmacarya (Celibacy) and A,,a":*:_‘d( -u:—
acquisition) as an example of this mode of T2

His influence widened the vision of ma0y dﬂ-]

""‘m
‘h! A )
*uh;’;"_l;;lﬂm.ﬂ imparted self confidence 10 innumerable pople
vedic leaving a mark in the social history of India.
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