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FOREWORD -

I have been watching with enthusiasm the efforts done by my
colleagues in the Deparment of Vedanta_, Sree Sankaracharya
University of Sanskrit, Kalady, to take their department to the
forefront of activities in the University. As the University has been
established in the name of the greatest philosopher of India who
stands out umque among the phllosophers of the world with his
universal phllosophy of Advaita, the foremost branch ofVedanta,
they have the right and responsibility to make his ideas intelligible
to the modem society. The seminars conducted by the Department
are mostly directed to fulfill this expectation. The present book,

- CONSCIOUSNESS : SCIENTIFIC AND PHILOSOPHICAL PERSPECTIVES,

is the compilation of research papers presented at such a seminar.

Philosophers and scientists have been engaged for a long
period to find out the fundamental reality of the world. The origin
of the Universe is still an enigma, though there are diifferent theories
put forth by scientists. The nature of the Universe is ever changing
with gradual evolution. We observe two kinds of entities in the
world - the living and the non-living. The Upanisads declared in
the prehistoric past that there is only one Reality, which was called
Brahman by the Rsis. The schools of Vedanta have retained the
name, but interpreted its nature in different ways to suit to their
views. The traditional view properly examined points towards the

~ oneness of the living principle in animals including‘human beings

and the plants, but keeping out the non-living separately. The living
principle is Life which is characteried by ConscidusneSS. The
Upanisads and the philosophers following them delare that Brahman

is Sat (Real), Cit (Conscious) and Ananda (bliss). Taking

consciousness as the characteristic of Life, itis strongly argued that
it is the only reality which transcends all the trancient things. This
consciousness was considered by some to pervade only the human
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