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-hemical fertilizers and pesticides destroyed the natural fertil;

soil, caused variations in climatic conditions and extiiciilcz Zf‘
. and animals. Instead of measuring human
welfare and development on the basis of material progress, he advocated
e comprehensive well-being of the universe as a whol; comprising
apart from man, all the living beings. As a member of the economi;
planning committe, while formulating the policies for economic
development of the country, he cautioned against the open, unwanted

subjectivism to capitalist interests. In a speech delivered at Lahore in
1930, he cautions:

the
overal species of birds

'in studying human 1nstitutions, we should never ignore the great
teacher, mother nature. Whenever we devise something contrary to
her course of action, she will ruthlessly annihilate it. A nation that
forgets or ignores the fundamental processes of nature will
disintegrate.' (quoted in 'Building a Creative Freedom: J C Kumarappa
and his Economic Philosophy', by Venu Madhav Govindu and Deepak
Malghan, Economic and Political weekly, Sep. 2005. According to

Kumarappa, 'self-interest and self- preservation demand complete non-
d submission to the ways of nature if we are

by non-interference with and by not short-

' (Economy of permanence, p. 10) He
atural Order

violence, co-operation an
to maintain permanency

circuiting the cycle of life.
believed that material resources are af integral part of N

and, hence, we should make a just use of those resources.

He also reminds us that nature pays its wage
form of food and nourishment 1n return for every benefit received by

her (ibid.)

Explaining his vision of the econ | S
o5 the co-operation of all its units,

s honestly in the

omy of permanence, he

observes: 'nature enlists and ensur

®ach working for itself and in the .
ture is dovetal



it /! Vi 1 ( j; Y }r! J} "_‘ ’ ;
144 balogion) Lol at s f_,.mbmwl i e St //;%,mf

;muw Woting onists for wlf, W this Wit ot fmmw;‘iwﬁi’/

andd violencs S it brenl 1he onain, We HaYE 41 ‘Vif;nf;my '

permnanencs  (op ot P, 1)

e Yumarappan vision of 1 Kamomy OF Vottae,

crisages five divisions such a% Yarss sitio Yromony, Viotuy,

sonommy, Seomorny of Yanstprise, KOonomy ¢ i Carsation ug
Sy of Serdion, Mg ks cammples Srom the natins 1 syl
s, (Fummragm, op, O, pp. V2-14)

I gaeasitic Suamanny, st ik garasitic plants, sume L o
Arsors noud brrnms psnsiss, 1us sy gpomt, e st v destioyol S g,
e yreih 18 narmful for snoher

f13 ;;{Iy!;‘;f/;;'y SLABKIITY , O iy ichial YIS ?HHH;{ :’/;I#‘Sﬁ? f!’),*:’.r
s ATt ke u iy cmering 4 yrove o cat tne fruits, i, comeiindes
’/ﬁﬂiﬁ/ i) the e,

In the Suamennry of Voerprise, cach individual comeites s
O D T 0 e iy in 4 4 g vy, L hey rencti ey tneir o)
i

In the }7)0:';!;3’:}7 f}f("ﬁ"’;’/ﬁ?ifﬁl, ihere I% 4N ex1e sion from self
iterest 0 yron piterest and from acting on the inmnediate urye of
pressnt seasls W phanting for future reguIrer s,

by thes snmensry O Susrsiess, us inthie case of 1 trieAbier bird feding
necx il ome indiyidig) funictions neithe foor 1g present nesl nor finr

s ’/.r"-‘/;ff?j fidise f‘/gmf" st tit IONLs 188 Aotivities inte the nest
YA, Cof veEnetations 10 RN, Witk lfﬂ;lfm,/ (st VAL Jare,

Vheonyiuns his VAT, Kostnaragns had reiterated his feeling
st Brgttinn the iyt of mature, whife fortmlating coomonmit
A, $8€ b puss Sy ardd thi e
HEAGHEMI Wi s in devastarion of larye ares of land, oss 0f
i) eastings, and the comseaom suicides of the farmers, Wi

ratnphes of st cyils catsed bry G



Ecolo ical Awareness Enshrined in the Ancient Wisdom

14
| ay in the age of G. M. crops,
hecause, 11 .arl e(?osystem, every living being is Inseparably linked to
the other beings 1n such a way that, if any one link is disturbed. it will
have adverse eftects on others also. Each individual has, and ’should
maintain also, 1ts own position in an ecosystem. When the G. M.
crops replace naturally bred ones, their impact may be disastrous, since,
while the other components in the nature rise and grow 1in a natural
way, the growth of the GM crops may be in an unpredictable fashion.
Even though a particular breed of a certain crop may have greater
yields in the first round, the same result cannot be expected in

Jision 1S all the more significant even tod

subsequent turns and, thus, if a farmer depends solely upon G. M.
crops, he may lose his produce in the next season and may be forced to
quit the crop, or even worse, may become desperate and even end his
life. Farmers of the developing and under-developed countries, lured
by the multinational corporate giants to make maximum profit at

once, turn to these 'magic-crops'and either end their lives or quit

farming forever.
Todays young generation has to take the moral responsiblity to
seek an alternative development model in the background of growing

atrocities against the native people and culture in the name of
development. In this endeavor, the ideals Kumarappa put forth, both

in his book and throughout his life, will be a guiding light to them.

Endnotes:
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