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ANCIENT CONCEPT OF ENVIRONMENT
Prof. K. Remadevi Amma

Air, and Space),
our human body
ments.

The five great elements (Earth, Water, Fire,
constitute the environment. The primal energy and
these. The five senses are related to the five ele
ated to earth, tongue to water, eyes t0 fire, skin
This bond between our senses and the elements
< the foundation of our relationship with the natural world. For
Hinduism, nature and the environment are not outside us. They are an
inseparable part of our existence, and they constitute our very bodies.
The vedas stress the need for protection and development of forests.
Human beings have to safeguard the trees. The Vedas emphasize that
the plants and trees are the treasures for generations. Itis amazing that
the people in Vedic times regarded nature and the environment in a
holistic manner and revered each of its constituents and entities by
carefully preserving them: Do not harm the environment; do not harm
the water and the flora; earth is my mother, I am her son; may the
waters remain fresh'. "Do not cut trees, because they remove pollution."
Do not disturb the sky and do not pollute the atmosphere.”

Ancient seers were fully acquainted with the importance of plants
in one's life. Apart from many other things they are also necessary for
maintaining ecological balance. As plants are required for healthy
environment, thoughts for plant conservation were given prominence
in ancient India. If those thoughts are practiced in modern era too,
problems of environment pollution could easily be met. For promoting

conservation of plants, our ancient S€ers and poets developed a unique

idea of tree worship. As a token of this each tree is mentioned for each
iven prominence in

stars beginning with Aswathy.? This aspect was gl
ancient India, Our thinkers were of the view that by doing so thoughts
elop among common citizens.

is composed of
The human nose is rel
1o air and ears to space.

for conserving plants would dev
ture was considered to be an inseparable

In ancient India, na
part of human existence. There is 2 relationship between plants and

-—
4

Scanned by CamScanner




i -

hrined in the Ancigyy N
ness ENS .
il A

4 food, cloths, medicines, aéo:‘_sm, -
b nw,% for survival. The Vedic goqy ha
ga%ga o dispens = attitude towards nature 8?23;
pature: .

%.%@% m%s“M s Eﬁ.aﬁwcazv between human by,
sho

oy

ang
1 L, plants gy,
_— .o to the Vedic concep P ey
out ' of D20 wonaawasmﬁwaﬁ have played a vital role i, i
elemet® ™ .+ of nature-

ot gdient of patt¥ fion since time WBBnBona.. The pergy
ot ,aﬁ:aaaag. %_Ew.ﬁm in dedicating the plantation of g
ﬂM ghserves E&Sﬁa M%»Em to endless felicity. Padmapury,
: %Er celebrates the tree festival according
%E«»%ns”aﬂhw all his desires and an endless posiie
ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ% sonless person have a son. |
(L as, Upanisads and Puranas, other sacred texi
%4&5 mumber of references of the worship of the
Ea&uﬁwu : &m& remind us that our rivers, mountains,
ﬁﬁwﬁﬁoa?%mmza respect and dignity. N
? 0 o re considered sacred aaf

Trees and certain otherplants a i e

dregularly, This s importance of plants |
dy. This shows the imp ot

o wrinate or spit on a tree; even @Eofsm e
Ay R 0 N

oranch of a free after sunset is a taboo. EE%M@:% i

iy, InRgveda, the trees are regarde

: i
eir medi ”_%R&a.»??ﬁ:géms,

Nl
e et
Ita .“,?a.w%onw:oa of the forest a®
a . w@m that one who ammmmmé
the environment, Rgved

: ony
advising to be in har™ csie
:....?3% grow as much as ,,.”

B also it is stated that the mw?
ction of the state and th

S e State and advancing ction
VATOUS verses advising Prot® . i

J

Ecological Awareness Enshrined in the Ancient Wisdom

87
Hindu philosophy puts great importance on the sustainability
of environment since they realised that for a balanced growth of
humanity, protection of our environment is important and said that

people polluting the environment were cursed. Accordingly, a code
of conduct (Dharma) was framed to define the ethical relationship
with environment. Padmapurana says that A person, who is engaged

in killing creatures, polluting wells and ponds and tanks

, and
destroying gardens, certainly goes to hell ?

According to Matsya
Purana, planting of trees was a pious action. According to it, he, who
plants even one tree, goes straight to the heaven and obtains the hi ghest
perfection.

mencmm.ﬁamﬁ_ﬁwaﬁonu:nnow Em:::mqmnm, wmgmvﬁwcmm@m
that it is not possible to know or to narrate the meritorious fruit earned
by that man who plants auspicious trees all around. The fruit that a
man would get by planting trees near water is a lakh crore times more

than the fruit that he would get by planting them somewhere else

planting even one tree a man does not fall fro

. By
Purana Says,

m heaven. The Varaha
'One who plants one Aévatth (Peepal), one Picunda
(Neem), one Nyagrodha (Bar), ten flowering plants or

creepers, two
Dadima (pomegranates), two Matalinga (orange) and five mangos,
does not go to hell.*

>=_m:omn=:=&m==88§nmroémcmnﬁ émﬁo:ﬁismgos%
With the nature and not to kill other creature and follow the policy of
live and let live. Not only plantation was promoted in ancient times,
felling or cutting of trees was highly discouraged and condemned.

Atharvaveda says that the earth will destroy that person who disturbg
the earth by felling trees. In the Puran

nas felling of tree is linked with
Calamities, disorders and sin, so that people would fear to destroy a
tree, The Bhavisya Puriina says the felling of tree results in the
destruction of the family of the person concerned. He also becomes
dumb and suffers from discases.”

Viayupurina says that whenever people on this earth become

Sreedy and cut off the plants for self use they suffer a lot. It adds that
Various types of natural calamities oc

cur whenever man startg felling
trees, Vamanapurina says that if th

e trees, which protect all living
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powers due to their medicinal properties. A full hymn having 23 vers®

is devoted in their praise.* _
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’ arecutthen . considered as sin. Varyp,, b "y 14.Cittira : Koovalam (Aegla Marmelos)
: likemome , sake of fuel 1 n by mistake or uny o L C(.J.tl © Neermaruthu  (Tenninalia Arjuna)
peing® Jant r the wverbe cut. Ifeve tv. he wil m.’“'ﬂg\, 16. Vls‘akham : Vayyankatha (A Thorn Tree)
agﬂnfutﬁsshouldn - the garden of a city, he wi N CCrlamly i 17.Amzhan_1 : IIanJ'i (Silk- cotton tree)
gyt ree ZOWD o ding to Matsya Mahapuriy, it 18. Trkketta Vet (Useless tree - pazhumaram )
et B ath. Accoruers are cut by a person, he - .- Malam + Payin (Pine)
: trave ; . ’ e 20.Puradm : Vanchi A Jungle tr
0 h[;at ive shelter 10 g-l:vana', wherein he will be tortureq by 21.Utradam : Plavu EJacll:I:rge:) =)
'-Rcs hell ¢ ed ASPETE says that if the plant parts are el gy 22. Tir'uvon_mam : Erukku (Calotrpis Gigantea)
into @ o 12 Manusmrtl t of punishment depends uponis 23. Avittam  Vahni (Plumbago - zeylanica)
servants Jfuse then the amouny ‘ 24. Catayam : Kadambu (Euginia Racemosa)
yilized for $€ at atilized.” ' 25.Piruruttati : Thenmavu (Mangotree )
value of the plant P " tection and cleaning up of environ 26. Utrat tati + Karimpana (Palm )
n Ancient Indiz,i pcultm'e in Hindu philosophy forests, 1= V% i?. Reed\;a;l(.) = : Irippa (Bassia Longifolia)
wasthe essence Of V8 hcdd a place of special respect. Cuttingger 5 izgeda 06.48
and wildlife PrOt(T,tC:loﬂ d punishment was prescribed for such a 6. Mahaabharata, §anti Parva, Sec 89, P 194
trees was Pmt:-;i a]t]mfp ortance t0 environmental protectionz: ; Padmapurdna, Bhimikhanda 96.7-8
The Vedas attach grea

persist guardin itati roper afforesut - A$vatthaamekam picuridamekam nyagrodhamekarm daspu spajatih
== Theypersi onsafe g the habitation, proper a Dve dve tatha dadimamatulinge paficamravapi narakam na yati.

: - ting ™ 9. Milacchedena viprendra kulapato bhaved
. man 18 forbidden from explm L ; uiacchedena vipren uiapato bhavedanu
ud mn-poﬂlﬂlflﬂ. .]n o ith nature and recognize that divir Viksicchedi bhavetmrka adhityadhisatam bhajet’
Heistaugh t:ﬁh;'cmhal‘n-mﬂly :1&:1 I;lants and animals. The Rsi! 10. 'Cedanam vrksajatinim dvitiyam narakam smrtam’.
prevails in all elements, including

da s 11. ‘Nagaropavane vrksin pramaditdhi chinatti yah
the past have always had a great respect for nature. Rgvedd ¥ S84 gacchennarakam nama jrmbhanam raudradar$anam'

. - Tuits & r ¢ _ a4
"Thousands and hundreds of years if you want to enjoy the 12. 'Taru$ca chedayedyastu vrksan cha yamusitalan

. ! Asipatrava re pidyate yamkirikaraih'
bappiness of lfe the take up systematic planting of trecs. 13. 'Vaﬂaspat?g.:f ]sfrvé’ﬁriupa)z;bogo yathi yathi
Endnotes: ; Tatha tath damah kiryo himsiyamiti dharana'.
L Rpveda, 6:48:17 References:
”ajurveda,s;u ; The Atharvaveda, Translz;tedgy l:lalgh_T.SH. Gn"fﬁst!l_ )
- L Asvat - Kanit i - Bhagavad Gita Translated by Sri Swami Sivananda, Published
Z Bharap} ﬁ:‘l]ﬁm Egﬁg:ﬁ;ﬁ) by D£i,'vine Life Socicty, Rishikesh, India. ‘
3. Karttiks : Atthi Fi Glomerata) 3. Hu:.nan.Responsfbihty and the E-‘nwronm.erf!r: A Hmdu Perspective
4. Rotig] ! (Ficus Dwivedi, 0. P. (1993), , Journal ofHindu-Christian Studies, Volume 6
S Mgy gl (Blackbe“yg 4 Mahabhirata (1883-1896), ranslated by Kisari Mohan Ganguli,
6 Tinyity Kaqngah (Black woo ) 2) 5. The Rgveda ( 1896), Translated by Ralph T. H. Griffith.
1.  Karimaram (Terminalia Ala 6. World Commission on Environment and Development,
B Plyay : Mula (Bamboo) 7. The Yajurveda (1899), Translated by Ralph T. H. Griffith.
9, Kyilyam " Anya| (Pipal tree) 8. Vrikshayurveda, Surapala.
10 Maigy, * Narakam (Lemon plant) Fedkdkdk
Pty ¢ Peral (Banyan)
Uy ' Plag (Butea Frondos?)

13 Aty Itthj : toria
; (Ficus Infector®s
L bt (spondiasmane’” _ |
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