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CLASSIFICATION OF PLANT KINGDOM
IN THE VEDIC LORE.

Dr. S. Sheeba

India, the land of Vedas is embellished by the beauty of its
diverse physiological forms. The captivating topography makes this
country unique among other world nations. The rich physiography of
India, the snow clad and enormous Himalayan mountains from which
originated the huge rivers like Indus,Ganges and Brahmaputra, the
expansive and fertile Northern plains,extensive plateaus like Malwa,
Decan and Chottanagpur as well as the scorching deserts like Thar
desert make India incredible with its natural beauty. This in turn leads
to designate India as an Agricultural country .

As we know the Indian subcontinent was full of thickly grown
forests since it was situated within the monsoon belt and had sufficient
rainfall. More over our land is surrounded by water bodies on its three
sides. The rich Vegetation is enumerated as a hall mark of our country.
Hundreds of rivers traversing in different parts of India also helped to
keep the greenishness of our land the fertile soil also promote the
growth of trees. There were a collection of trees, bushes, climbers,
creepers, herbs, shrubs and other sun loving plants struggling to
establish and survive themselves. Various animals, birds, insects etc
move into this natural habitat and thereby create a fully balanced
ecosystem, a compendium of air, water, soil, light, heat, animal
kingdom and plant kingdom.

All our ancient tradition exuberantly praises the glory of Nature.
Rgveda, the first recorded monumental work of humankind while
describing the order of creation, portrays that plants had preceeded
animals in the scale of arrival of living beings on earth.

Ya osadhih piirva jata devebhyah triyugam purd.(Rv x 97.1)

Our ancestors treated plants and animal as the major components
' maintain the ecological balance of nature. They always treated
Nature as the ultimate source providing all livelihoods to lead a peaceful
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The Saga of Sanksrit literature provide ample evidenceg to the
nature of plant life and allied knowledge. The hymns of Rgyed, and
Atharvaveda illustrate a good number of plants. An accouypt of
medicinal plants can be traced from the Ayurvedic treatises of Caraks,
Susruta and Vagbhata. Many of the Puranas also proclaim the glory
of plants. For example in the Agnipurana and in the Brhatsamhit of
Varahamihira there are separate chapters on Vrksayurveda. The
Gulmavrksayurveda portion of Kautilya's Artha§astra gives an accoun
of botanical wisdom in connection with cultivation and storage of
the vegetables under the guidance of an officer called Sitadhyaks.
Kautilya describes his qualification in a well defined manner as ¢

should kPOW the science of Agriculture, Horticulture and Botany o
to be assisted by experts who are aware of these facts.
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|. Botanical ie Udbhidadi
9. Medicinal ie Virechanidj
3. Dietetic ie Annapanadi

(Dr Shiv Shekhar Mishra, Fine arts and Technical sciences in

ancient India with Special Reference to Someswara's Manasollasa.
Krishnadas academy,Delhi,198,p.121)

Later Aristotle, who is designated as the father of Biology
sttempted to classify the members of plant kingdom and Animal
kingdom. Alexander the loyal disciple of Aristotle presented his master
a variety of plants that he came across during his encounters. It is also
believed that the botanical collection of Aristotle consists of Indian
Cardomam and Pepper.

Another famous disciple of Aristotle and Greek philosopher
Theofrastus is the first one who classified plants into various groups.
He is known as the father of Botany. This classification is mainly
based on the properties, internal structure, method of reproduction
etc. 2 more developed and scientific form of plant classification is
presented by the Swedish scientist Carl Linaeus .Details of Linnaeun
classification is presented in his book-'Systema Naturae'.
(@ (@0 ag) (@ 100, Vol. 1V, Edited by Prof. S. Sivadas,

D. C. Books, 2012. p. 26)
The modern classification of plant Kingdom is based on the

following three criteria

1. Plant Body
Whether the body posses well differentiated structure or not

2. Vascular system
Whether the plant body has vascular system ot not

3. Seed Formation |
Whether they bear flowers and fruits or not
Classification of Plants in Rgveda N
Rgveda devotes one whole siikta the Osadhlsuk(’;z.l. for the
descn'pﬁon of the Signiﬁcance of plants. Several hymns discuss the
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) Another Rgvedic classification of plants Is on the basig
flowers and fruits. Plants bearing flowers are classified ag PuSpilgI .
Puspavati. Flowerless plants are grou;?ed under Apuspa or Prasu"an'ta.
Th;:y are classified as fruitful or phalinah and barre.n or E.lphalﬁ onih,
basis of producing fruits. Each and every plant has given its oy, Space
and importance on Rgveda. There it is prayed that whether beariy
flowers or flowerless plant being the progeny of Brhaspati may liberage
us from sin.

Yah phalinirya aphala apuspa ya$ca puspinih
Brhaspatiprasutah sta no mucyantvamhasah(R.V.X.97.15)

This kind of classification portrayed in R gveda are connected
each other and shows close similarity to the modern classification
plant kingdom under the following heads

1. Cryptogamia. ie flowerless plants.

Plants which do not produce flowers with stamens or pistils

and are reproduced by spores which are one celled and contains no
embryo

2. Phanerogamia

Plants that produce flowers w
They are further reproduced b
contains an embryo

ith stamens or pistils or bot
y seeds which are multi celled and
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On the basis of colour, plant S
heads-BahrE (Gray), Sukra (\,3:32(; Ia_\,::l‘):’l((:{cél 1under. thfz following
Krsna (Black) : d), Asikni (Blue) and
% balim vo yasca Sukrah roh inirut prsnayal
Asiknih krsna osadhih sarva Gecha \:'ndﬁma:s'i (A.V.8/7/1
Based on quality, plants are grouped as- (A.V.8/7/1)
Jivala- plants provide life

Naigarisa - Plants that are harmless

Jivanti -P}ants that are capable of securing their own life
Arundhati - plants that render internal strength

Unnayanti - plants that stimulates energy production

Puspa - Flowering plants

Madhumati-Plants having nectar.

Jivalam na garisam jivantimosadhimaham
Arundhatimunnayantim puspam madhumatimiha huvesma

aristatataye. (A.V 8/7/6)
In accordance with structure a more developed and scientifically

accepted classification is presented in Atharvaveda as follws-
1. Prasthrni-Plants having different branches
2. Stambini- plants with pillar like structure
3. Eka$uriga - Plants having one root
4. Pratanvati-Plants with multiple roots
5. Amsumati-plants bearing thorns
6. Kandini- Plants in which the stem is divided
7. Viéakha -Plants that are devoid of branches.
Prstrni stambinimeka$uriga pratanva tirosadhira vadam!
Amsumatih kandin irya viéf'lkhzihvayﬁmi te virudho
Vaiswadev;'rugT ah prusajivani{). (A V.8 7{4) . ,
According to the shape plants are classified under five major
divisions. They are-
1. Vrksa-trees

B o -
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2. Taru-shrubs
3. Trna-grass
4. [ ata-climber

- AV 8/7/20
5. Pratana -creepers-f2 , : e
A careful examination of ancient Indian classification Ofplantg

A . +as with modern and are ve
share some amazing S;?nl]];lrétlpelsants v HloESS andry fr(l:llict)s
our daily life . For ed vrksa like Mango tree and plants be, re
generally &r ouped Ve a tis as Jack fruit tree and Pj o
fruits without flowers are Vanaspa Ppal treg

Ancient Indian Scholars ar¢ aware of the very fac.t that each ang
every being play its OWn role in the ecosystem lﬂf}’Vthh they exig
They even used plants t0 identify the presence of water in certyjy
waterless regions. All these firmly affirm the role of plant§ in the
formation of ecosystem. The growth of each form of life wj
ultimately attain the equilibrium only if the plant populatlon on earth
is vigorous . Hence one should always keep in mind the very reality
that in order to restore our bio-diversity we should be the protector
and trustee of the valuable plant wealth. Vedic people not only
understand the importance of plants in the various walks of their life
but also acted as protectors of plant kingdom .While composing
treatises on human wisdom they provided ample space to describe
and discuss plants, plant products, proper management of the plant
wealth and preservation of plants .In tune with these matters vedic
scholars classify the plant wealth highlighting their role and status in
human life. Rgveda depicts only a random classification of planis
while Atharvaveda, which discusses the medicinal and other properties

Olfplants describes different types of classification of a great verity of
plants,
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