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Writing in/on Women:
ibilities for a Gendered History of Keralam

Sheeba K. M.
ion

The discipline of history along with other social science

-emerged within the context of the project of enlightenment modernity
. This specific spatio-temporal location made these disciplines
Yy inherit certain qualities despite their varied scope, focus and
ogies. That positivism! operated as the binding philosophy in all of

the colonised, this meant they had now to be thankful for the
of their past’ that had been done on their behalf and for the mirror
view the reflections of their histories.
ess to light as the colonial enterprise
) constructed knowledge that could

¥ establish, preserve and legiti

mate domination. But then, was it only
domination that was Justified through these enterprises of knowledge
l',

All modern disciplines made cla

10 keep in step with the scienti
then established as most desir
€ Was constructed through
e, heterosexual, rational male

ims to objectivity and value-neutrality
fic temper that enlightenment rationality
able. However, the very terms by which
them had the unmistakable markings of
as their subject; in the process effectively
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Body with and without organs: Two Readings of
NIETZSCHE'’s, Body Politics

Abey Koshy

“I am body entirely, and nothing besides; and soul is only a word for
something in the body”

Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra

The predominance of body discourses in contemporary thought for the
last four decade was mainly due to Nietzsche’s philosophy of life that wanted
to ground thought, values and human existence on materiality'. Till mid
nineteenth century the major philosophical systems and religions of the world
explained the meaning of human existence, moral values, truths and cultural
experience in terms of a transcendental consciousness whose roots lie in the
spiritual reality. As a result abstract conceptual reasoning got predominance
over experiential truth of the body and life. Modern civilization (which is basically
European in origin)® thus builds a culture that disallows the expressions of the
natural, sensual and the biological. It is through the containment of the bodily
that a culture devoid of desire® could be built, whose history Nietzsche unravels
as nihilism. Nihilism plainly means life denial, and overcoming it becomes the
central project of Nietzsche philosophical activity. For that the ground of
thinking has to be shifted from consciousness to the body, abstract to the
concrete, rational to the sensual and the spiritual to the material.

Such a shift comes through Nietzsche’s thinking of the body. Consequently
there was a transition of agency from soul to body in recent philosophy.
Although it began with Nietzsche, lately it spilled over to phenomenology and
poststructuralism. Within poststructuralism the two predominant responses to
Nietzsche’s body thinking are that of Foucault’s analysis of the ‘docile body’*
and Deleuze and Guattari’s portrayal of the ‘desiring body’*. This paper is
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"Thus ignoring the whole tradition of more than two thousand
years of India's philosophical concerns, the neo-vedantins
bypassed the different and tricky problems raised by earlier
discussions and debate and gave a radically new
interpretation which reconciled everything by vague
references to the ultimate unity of everything in the
indescribable, formless reality of Brahman that permeated

everything and thus was the essence of all that is"
- Daya Krishna
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Shadowed Memoirs: Gender and Prosuction of
Land Scape in Rural Kerala Region

SajuT.S.

Abstract

The transformation of the urban and rural landscapes within the
Jew decades has increasingly been dominated by the demands of capi
utilization. Political Ecology and Production of Space theory argues
Capitalism relies on specific kind of ‘produced space and nature” for
endurance. Current local-scale changes in the landscape interweave
larger forces of globalization, time-space compression and media prolife
altering the face of landscape, both rural and urban, around the world
larger forces span all sectors of human activity and inform a new
economy of space, creating new landscape spatialities that re
reformulation of landscape definitions, as well as new conceptual
and methodological approaches. This paper examines one such co
rural landscape in Muthalamada, Kerala, India an earlier subsistence
ecosystem locale that experienced a rapid commercialisation of agrs
system and rural gentrification with the introduction of a high
horticultural crop — mango — in the last few decades. An analysis
changing spatial experiences of women from a subsistence agri
production system to a capitalist production system shows how the
are reorganized and produced as new landscapes. Capitali
agricultural production system may also generate new food-se
with which marginal farmers and landless labourers may find it
cope. The capitalist production system produced a male oriented
where the access to resources to women is highly restricted. This *
production of spaces” has been much more tangible impact on w
in Muthalamada.




The Taming of the “Savage”! - Economic
Underpinnings of Beliefs and Myths

K.G Dilip

This paper is a modest attempt to examine the importance of beliefs and
myths of a tribal community in Wynad, Kerala, from the point of view of the
economic meanings associated with their manifestations. It analyzes the role
and function of the beliefs and myths of the Paniyans in maintaining thes
position in the socio-economic milieu. Hence it is important to review the
Paniyan’s beliefs and myths in the light of the socio-economic relations
the community has with that of the larger community. The study mainly fo
the classical Marxist methodology which stress the economic basis
historical conditions from which the ideology and beliefs have originated.
according to this approach, in order to understand the socio-cultural phen
it also look into the Mode of Production — the social relations, especially
class relations — existed in the Purakkadi village.

Multiple tools were employed to collect the necessary data for the
A village network survey was conducted to understand the social and
relations existed in the village. Extensive interviews were conducted with
individuals — often in the night —to collect the details regarding the bels
myths. One of the important tools of data collection was observation
method has been employed frequently, especially during occasions liks
festivals, marriage ceremonies, death ceremonies and rituals.

The basic conclusion is that, in a society, where people hawe
ascribed different socio-economic and political status, due to historical
the dominant ideas prevalent will be those which present the reality
from the comprehension of the masses. As part of the supernatursl
beliefs and rituals, these ideas grow into the society’s ideology zmé
perpetuate the existing social system.




Reimagining sociology and sociological practices:
a critical reading

Biju Vincent

Abstract

Although the contributions of sociology in the academic environment of
the country was so meagre at the time of independence, it rose to the occasion
to receive wider acclaimfromthe academics in the world around. Growth and

subject has wider reach implications in the contemporary socio-political
scenario of the state. This paper tries to figure out the issue that hamper in
developing sociological imagination through classroom engagements and
vllabus. The subject matter of Indian sociology being discussed in classrooms
1as not gone beyond the imagination surrounding the notion of religious
criptures, atleast in Kerala. The magnitude of the inherent weakness of the
liscipline must be unearthed to Jind out the disparity in the way sociology
vas imagined and practiced. Criticality in Iracing the intellectual tradition
fa discipline will certainly throw sufficient light on the efforts to re-imagine
1e manner a subject is to be visualized,
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