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\J 
Eco-Aesthetic Vision in MegliJiliitam 

Aesthetics and Ecology merge ·11 

Aesthetics is a branch of philosophy dealing with tlie nature of art, beauty, 
and taste with the creation and appreciation of beauty.' The word 'aesthetics' 
in the context of Indian aesthetics means "scienck and philosophy of fine 
rt"? d th d ' . . r-::11( k ' ik ' a .an e war ecology' 15 derived from ac.!.rt::e root 01 os means 

'house hold'. Thus cco-aesthetics is also called envi�onmental aesthetics. lt is 
a subfield of philosophical or literary aesthetics. t 

Eco-aesthetics or Environmental aesthetics mainly focuses on the 
environmental issues affected by human life. It is pointed towards the 
investigation of human influenced environment. The environmental aesthetics 
is a new area of aesthetics in modem thought, emerged in 201h century. 

Eco-aesthetics is generally confined to the physical environment as is 
reflected in literature and art. The art forms like poetry, literature, sculpture, 
dance and music affect human life everyday and thus play important roles in 
shaping aesthetic appreciation of both natural and human environments. So it 
is also called green study. 

The main objective of this branch of knowledge springing out of the 
linkage between ecology and literary/art aesthetics is to increase a good 
relationship between the environment and human endeavors. An 
environmental affection can be-nurtured in man's outlook of nature and his 
interaction with it through literature. It helps the earth and nature to be void of 
human threats. 

Eco-aesthetics in its relation with literary aesthetics analyses the texts or 
works which art? connected with our environment both externally and 
internally. Virtually, man is conceived to be created as superior among living 
and nofi- living things. Anyhow he tries to subdue the nature. As to err is 

75 

Lisha C.R. 
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The role of Siidrsya or Similarity iniJJpamana 

, 

. I 
Pramana means the instrument of valid knowledge. It means the source 

of right knowledge. Valid knowledge will be a specieh form of cognition. 
Knowledge in Indian Philosophy have been cons\dered Pratyaksha or 
Perception, Anumana or Inference, Upamana or Comparison, Sabda or/Verbal 
Testimony, Arthapathy or Presumption. Agama op '�riptuaral Testimony, 
Sambhava or Implication, Abhava or Non-existence ·�d Aitihya or Tradition. 
Indian Philosophy presents a variety of openings fgarding pramanas. The 
Charvakas recognized one pramana perception. The Vaisesikas and Buddhists 
adrnits two pramanas- perception and inference. Samkhyas and a sub group 
of Naiyayikas accept three pramanas- perception, inference and testimony. 
The naiyayikas have four pramanas, perception, inference, comparison and 
verbal testimony. The Purvamimansa school of Prabhak.ara recognizes five 
pramanas, perception, inference, comparison, testimony and presumption. 
Kumarilabhatta and Vedanta admit six pramanas - perception, inference, 
comparison testimony implication and negation, The Pauranikas recognize 
eight pramanas- Perception, inference, comparison, testimony, precemption, 
negation, inclusion and historical tradition. 

Upamana is also major source of knowledge. It has been translated in 
various ways as comparison, analogy, identification, knowledge by similarity 
or knowledge by assuimilation etc .. Upamana is derived from the words 'Upa' 
meaning sadusya or similarity and mana meaning cognition. hence Upamana 
derivatively means the knowledge of the similarity between two things. 
Upamana is an independent source of valid knowledge. Some systems of 
Indian Philosophies reject Upamana as an independent knowledge. According 
to Buddhist logician Upamana is a valid but not an independent source of 
knowledge. They explained it is the combination of perception and testimony. 
Upamana the knowledge of similarity or dissimilarity between two class or 
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