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UOSHA MNANGIAR

Daughter of the late Mizhavu maestro Chathakkudam Krishnar
Mambiar and Kumaranellur Ezhumamatom Saraswaths Mangia
tsha Mangiar was the first female disc iple ol Ammannur Madhava
Cakydr at the Ammannur Cacu CBkyar Smaraka Gurakulam, She
continued there for seventesen years and received rigorous traiming

under Ammannur Madhava Cak war and Armmannur |"-'.|_|‘;r_.-'|r| Cakyhr

Usha taught at Ammannur Gurakulam for seven years. She had
also taught lor short term courses al Attakkalari. Bangalore and
Adisakthi, Pondicheri. Presently she is working as 8 member of the
teaching faculty in the Department of Theatre al Sree Sankaracharya

2anskrit University, Kalady,

Usha Mangiar had presented papers in many national and
international Seminars and Conferences busidas arganizing a
number of Kiliyaitam Workshops,.She has contributed a lot towards
the moditication and development of Kitiydttam and
Mannyarkkiittu. her main contributions being the compaosition of
the acting manuals and the presentation of *DevimBhitmyam * and
characters like Draupadi, Mandodari, Subhadra, K&rtyavani and

Ahalva on stage
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"The main contribution of Abhinethri is the performance manuals of
Mandodari’s entry in Adokavanikankam which is the fifth act of
AscaryachighBmani and the entry of KartyGyani in the fifth act of
Subhadradhanafjayvam. The discemning lovers of art will be eternally
thankiul to Usha Mangiar for her penance like eflorts and
commitment in bringing these two characters who had not appeared
on the stage in living memary on to the contemporary Kitiyattam
stage. These performance manuals compiled after minutely
examining several old texts Including those written on Palmyra
leaves, and consulting a number of scholars and exponents are
undoubtedly an invaluable addition to the available literature on
Kiitiyattam, Subhadra's Purappat and her Mirvahana consisting of 55
verses have been included in the concluding part of the book. There is
no doubt that Usha Mangiar's relentless efforts to take the art of
Kiitiyattam Lo greater helghts will be lauded by art lovers just as they
venerated the legendary floating Mangiar.'

= Dr. KV Vasudevan
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