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This book contains the collection of papers presented in the

National Seminar o1 Regional Traditions of Sanskrit:
Contributions of North Kerala, organized by the Department of
Sanskrit, University of Calicut from 27-02-201810 01-03-2018.

The National seminar was organized with an intention to
analyse such aspects and thus to assess the contribution of
North Kerala to Sanskrit studies. Scholars with a wide range of
:nterests, visions, and experience participated in the seminar.
The proceedings are presented in this volume which contains 18
papers covering different aspects of the Sanskrit tradition of

North Kerala.
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Contribution of Ganapathi
* - Nampoothirippad to sanskrit studies

K. Muthulakshmi*

K.Ganapathi Nampoothirippad represents an age in
which literary engagements were considered the cultural
responsibility of a scholar to the society she/he lives in. Poetry
was written, translations and studies were carried out with
dedication and as a life-affirming, creative activity. Theirs
was a time when there was a confluence of different languages
and cultures which in different ways gave birth to different
forms of literary engagements and activities.

Ganapathi Nampoothirippad was born on 23 August
1923 in Karakkatt Illam of Cheruthazham, Kannur. He had
traditional education in Sanskrit and Jyotisam. He used to
write Malayalam poems in Desamitram, a magazine
published from Kannur. His other literary endeavours include
translations and an important analytical essay on translation.
Among his poems, Cintavistandya raman is one of the best. He
has also penned Sri Bhiitanathastavam, a stotrakavya. His
translations include, translations of Raghuvams$am,

* Dhruvacaritam, Srutigita and Meghasandesam. The long essay/
translation on Raghuvams$am is named Samskrtakavyangalum
bhashantarikaranavum- Raghuvamsathe mun nirthi oru pathanam.

*kmlakshmy@gmail.com
' 49

Scanned by CamScanner



Sanskrit Tradition of North Kerala
E.Sreedharan*

It is not easy to say how and when the Sanskrit tradition of
north Kerala came into existence. It is assumed that it happened
through the migrants of Brahmins coming into Kerala.
According to Kera]oLoatti‘_, the oldest text describing Brahmin
settlement of Kerala, Perificelliir is the first place, where Brahmins
settled in Kerala. Perificelliir, Celliir, Talikapparambu,
Sampatgramam are the old names of Taliparamba of Kannur
district. Keralolpatti says that Perificelliir and Payyanur are

the two oldest Brahmin villages of Kerala. If it is correct, we
can say that the spread of Sanskrit in Kerala was from North

to South.

Important evidences on the expansion of Sanskrit
education in Kerala are seen in the old history books like
Kerala Sahitya Caritram of Ulliir, Keraliya Samskrta Sahitya
Caritram of Vadakkumkiir, Keralolpati etc. There were
Sanskrit institutions managed by the Brahmin com@ity af-
an inseparable part of each and every old Brahmin \:ﬂlag:c:‘
Research scholars, who studied the history of Perinicelltr
and Payyanur opine that the Vedic schools were operated

by the respective temples authorities.® It 18 understood that
ardje§wara temple

the Vedic school in connection with the Raj '
¢ centuries. Three

of Talipanetn1ba was run even before fou
e

;\
Sr i '
“Cranjanam@gmail.com
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~ Tradition of Mimamsa jp Kerala

VR Miiralidharan*

‘The contribution of Kerala to PUrvamimamsa fiterapyre
isworthy to evaluate and is not rightly assessed tj]] récently.
The number of works in Mimamsa written by Kerala authorg
is self explanatory for this. Most of them are generally
' influenced by the doct_rines of Kumar_ila Bhatta. They are
ot so influenced by Prabhakara. Prabhakara is regarded as

a Keralite. Among the contributors of Kerala to Mimams3
' literature, the members of Payyur family, Cidananda Pandita,
Mitydatfa, Melputtur Narayana Bhaﬂa, and Narayana
pandita are the remarkable figures.

Mimams3 Tradition in Kerala

There is no recorded history of the origin and
clopment of PUrvamimamsa in Kerala. But it can be.
sumed that the spread of Mimamsa is connected with the
Se.'ftlf-fment of Brahmins in Kerala who are said to have
Tgrated from the northern provinces and have settled in

“Tala around the Sangham period. They have introduced
e Vedic cultyre and ritualism in Kerala. The Sangham
;orks 'ﬁke Akananiiry frequently refer to th¢ performant.:e
" acrifices by the Brahmins. They achieved supremacy 1n

€ Soci Y
; etal, €conomic, cultural and literary fields.
uralipattath@rediffm_ail._com
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Contribution of Erkkara Ramap
Nampoothiri to Vedic Studieg

K.A. Ravindran*

Erkkara Raman Nampoothiri, the Premier ap
traditional Vedic Pa’r_u.iit-s of Kerala in the 20t Century °ng
an authority on the Srauta rituals and sacrifices, wag bor?d
1898 at Muktisthala (Mukkutala in Malayalam) ne;n
Edappal, Malappuram District, Kerala as the son 0;
Vasudevan Somayaji' and Sreedevi Pathanadi®. Erkiqy,
Nampiitiri family was famous for Srauta rituals at that periog
and is continuing the tradition even today. He had his primary
education (nilattezuttu®) from Muriyathu Achyutha Variyar,
Being a member of orthodox Nampiitiri family, Raman
Nampoothiri followed his ancestors in traditional Vedic
learning. He studied Rgveda from his father; Sanskrit and
allied subjects from Pakaraviir Neelakanthan Nampoothiri,
a member of one of the famous Gurukula-s of that time. He
further acquired profound knowledge in Srauta matters from
his teachers among whom Vasudevan Nampoothiri of
Kavapra Marattu Mana at Vattamkulam, near to Eqﬂppal
was the first. After acquiring sufficient knowledge in Srauta
rituals, Raman Nampoothiri participated in Srauta sacrifices
at the age of 13 and showed his mastery in the field. Then

_/

*ravisukhada@gmail.com
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North Kerala: Gleanings from i
- Kokilasandeéy

T. Mini*

Kokilasandeéa of Uddanda Sastri ig a Sandedakivya
ritten in 15" century A.D. This work containg some details
sbout the northern part of Kerala during his time The entire
ortion of north Kerala becomes the route for the messenger
o travel. In this route description many scholars, places,
toWDS, temples, rivers, mountains and the like are contained.
The text has. another 1mportance that being the work of
scholar poet Uddanda Sastri, his time and surroundings are
of notable importance in the case of Sanskrit Literature. He
was one among the well- known scholars of ‘patinettara
kavikal’[18 and 1/2 poets] of the court of Manavikrama, the
- 7amorin of Kozhikode. His other works are Mallikamaruta
a drama, Swati catu a poem and several muktakas. Moreover
he is known as the scholar who considered himself as the
most superior one and believed all the poets and scholars of
this area to be of no consequence compared to him. Hence
his work and his views on this country and people become
important. This the main reason for selecting Kokilasandesa
- as the work for a study on North Kerala. The work has the

~ Characteristics of Sande$akavyas. It is a later work than

o ——

*minijayanle7@gmail.com
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