
501 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Module -1: Defining History -Changing nature of the drsciptme - Doing History m 
the Modern World- Whal constituted the drscrptme 
Module - 11: Conceptualizing research methodol09y - Ideology - Epistemol09y - 
Methodology and Method - 'scrennnc' attributes 
Module - 111: Departures - Theoretical basis - Examining objectivity and truth - 
Chronology and Causation 
Module· 1 V: lnterdisciplinarity - Qualitative and quantitative and the further thereof 
Module - V: Processes of research· From research ideas to research questions - 
Reading and reviewing the literature - Designing synopsis · Deciding methods - Data 
collection 
Module - VI: Reflection and writing 
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HIS 512:     SELECT THEMES IN KERALA HISTYORY 
 
 I  Histories of Approaches 

The Old, the Static, and the Dominant 
Towards Theories and Methods 
Recent Trends in Scholarship and Writings 

 II  Situating the Sources and Repositories 
   Forming the Sources: Changing Phases 
   Reading the Sources: The Materials, the Scripts, and the Texts 
 III  South India and ‘Kerala’: The Early and Later Phases 
   Shared Pasts and Connected Histories 
   Linkages, Corridors, and Exchanges 
 IV  Frameworks: The Region in Social Formations and State Formations  

Perumal: Concepts, Constructs and Structures in State and Society 
Svarupam: Concepts, Constructs and Structures in State and Society 

 V  Further Transitions: The Region and Capital 
The Region in Conflicts: Merchant Capital, Captains, and the ‘Kings’ 
The Region in Empire: New Reigns, New Rules and New Rulers  

  VI  Towards New Processes: People, Power and Institutions 
The Region in Social Changes 
The Region in Nationalism 

VII  The Region and the People in Power and Development 
  Aspirations and Disillusions 

Power and Progress   



 
HIS 503 : UNDERSTANDING HISTORY: THEORETICAL FRAMES 

 
Statement of Objective: Theory, as it is used in history, may refer to the overarching perspectives we employ while carrying out research. A theoretical question is also a question on the nature of historical knowledge. It enables us to reflect on the knowledges that we produce and to locate the thrusts that made it possible to create this knowledge in the place of many others. Such theoretical perspectives will be decisive with regard to a historian's choice of research topics, sources and research outcomes. More fundamentally, it helps us assess the discipline and its social dimensions/ implications. 
Module 1 
Emergence of the discipline- idea of writing up a past - enlightenment, positivism and their 
presence in history making 
Material Contexts- Nation states, Capitalism, institutionalisation 
Patterns of Movement - cyclical, linear  
Frames of writing- narratives, search for truths, facts and interpretation, causalities, object- 
subject dichotomies, quantitative analyses, spatio-temporal concerns  
Module 2 
Contexts of breaks with the pasts- Post World War situations, neo liberal developments, 
endangered nation states, identity politics 
Early departures- Karl Marx, Annales, World System theorists 
Module 3 
Structuralists and Post Structuralists- Structuralism, deconstruction, Postcolonial thought, 
subaltern knowledges and transformations in history making 
Knowledge and power-Michel Foucault’s writings  
Looking back and looking forward- critiques of ‘modernist’ exclusivist histories and models 
for inclusive history writing- situated knowledges, discontinuous trajectories  
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