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Dear Friends, 

!Jt is our great pleasure to invite you to 
the Seven Day International Workshop on 
Sensing the Past: Tliematic Departures and 
'Archival' Searches being organised by the 
Department of History, Sree Sankaracharya 
University of Sanskrit, Kalady from 30th 
September to 30th October 2020. The Work
shop seeks to interact with renowned scholars 
who have distinguished themselves in concep
tualizing historical processes through identify
ing new sets of sources or appropriating 
lesser known ones. The academic world of 
historians has continuously dissuaded schol
ars who dared to undertake new researches by 
cautioning them about the paucity of sources , 
to substantiate their arguments, thereby 
constituting the of-quoted dictum 'no data, no 
history' as truth. However , our readings reveal 
that, pathbreaking studies are often the 
product of the 'invention' of new sources or the 
innovative appropriation of hidden ones. 
Familiarising researchers and the academic 
community with this aspect opens up immense 
possibilities for the creation of new historical 
knowledge. It will underscore the idea that 
there is neither fact nor theory a priori to 
research but that they emerge in and through 
the processes of investigation. 

The scholars invited include historians, 
from inside and outside Keralam, whose 
innovative contributions to the field of histori
cal knowledge is well known. They moved 
away from the Rankean dependency on official 
archival documents (of course, acknowledging 
their importance as well) to the search for 

numerous alternative sources: spatial, visual 
and oral; embracing literature, memory, 
archaeology,art, icons, etc. along with re
reading epigraphs and ancient texts with 
fresh insights. All such studies converged, in 
multiple ways, on the quest for knowledge 
about the human past and existence that 
intensely radicalised the discipline of history. 

It would be highly beneficial to share 
the journeys of some of these forerunners -
of re-conceptualising the discipline, of 
revising perspectives and themes for per
ceiving the past , of arriving upon new data/ 
sources, of employing old sources to 
generate fresh theorisations - being endea
vours that have instilled vibrancy and 
strength to the discipline as it stands now. 
History writing in Keralam still encounters 
the everyday crisis of 'lack of sources' in 
which circumstances it will be worthy to hear 
scholars who made pathbreaking journeys to 
cull data from hitherto unexplored terrains. 
Equally valuable would it be to pay attention 
to thematic departures and creation of 
varied 'archives' for wrHing the past. The 
series is planned here to enable young 
scholars and researchers to chart their paths 
through novel themes and source materials 
in order to understand how these could be 
approached and how fresh concepts could 
be generated through the processes of 
enquiry. 

The Lectures will be on online platform 
and participation , on the basis of prior 
registration, will be awarded with a certifi
cate. Teachers and researchers are eligible 
to apply. Full attendance will be a"JTlandatory 
condition for obtaining the Certificate. 

Click here to Register

For further details 

w e b  in  a r h  i s t o  r y s s u  s@g m ai  I .  c o m  
Anticipating your active par ticipation and 
ins ightful inte rventions, 

Warm regards, 

Dr. A. Paslithil 
Professor and Head,Department of History 

Dr.Sheeba K.M. 
Professor of History and Co-ordinator 

REGISTER>

https://forms.gle/HxsbtU6bHu1N6dpw6
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